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SPEECH OF MR, VEBTABL.E,
OF NORTH CAROLINA, :

Delivered in the House of Representatives of ' the
United States, February 2G, 1849, on the bill to
establish a Territorial Government in California.
Mr. Chairman i ' I have' given to. each proposition

which has been submitted, either in the House or
the Senate, having for its --object the adjustment of this
vexed question, the most mature consideration. I have !

approached them with, the most sincere desire to fix
upon some one,, which would .afford a just basis, for
a final and satisfactory settlement. Aware of the
vast importance of repose to the public mind, I have
been desirous that some measure of conciliation should
be adopted, which, whilst it would effect a just and
lair arrangement between the parties,would carry with

Viir

' " pv......i....v..v Amu auu iiaviiMi i eminent was me trustee, anu mese lermunes in
relations. , . j virtue of that trust.' In a speech recently delivered

It would be uncandid,- - as well as unwise to say ! by him, he says: - '"
that alienation of feeling does not exist, and that to a - We talk about' dissolving the ' Union we talk
most serious and fearful extent. It does exist, :. about destroying our institutions we talk aban-an- J

he, sir, must have been utterly regardless of our doning all the past, nd all the glorious prospects of
history, who has not been deeply affected with the the future, because, forsooth, we will squabble over
nature of the events which have given character to j the distribution of a trust subject and a trust fund,
our legislative history for years past; who has not !

YVe, the mere-trustee- , holding it but for an hour or a
marked the progressive inroads of one party, and the j day, quarrel and destroy all our institutions, while
equawy umucu icmuiiauauuKs 01 mBuweri me smauy i

purpose on the one hand toinvadeand the warninggiv- -

en on the other that hopeless evil must be the result
of the invasion. I know that it has become common
to denominate every expression of a purpose to resist j

areshiuu on me panoi soumern genuemen,a
. mreai;

i I l r - .i- - ii"ana we nave ueeu graveiy ioia mat notiung couta
transcend the folly of making them, but the extreme
weakness of regarding them when made. YVe grave-
ly advised upon this matter; and it is not my pur-
pose

;

to argue this subject, either in the spirit of me-
nace or of supplication. , I propose only to claim for
the South the guarantees of the Constitution, and for
one, will not be satisfied with any thing less. I feel
assured that it is one thing to be the subject of an in-

jury inflicted by the hand of power, and quite another
to be the willing author of the disaster which over-
whelms you. I feel assured, that as men of hbnor
in private, life can never secure a friendship by any
arrangement which exalts the one and degrades the
other, so statesmen can never restore or perpetuate
fraternal relations amongst the citizens of this great
Kcpuliuc, upon any basis which does not combine the
elements ot equality and tastice. i snail not at present ;

enlarge upon so obvious and simple a proposition : !

my purpose was only to express the conviction,, that j

in all our expressions of anxiety to give the country !

ropose, it should be manifest, at least that, that repose J

should owe its existence to a conviction on all hands
that justice had been done. '

There is a repose, Mr. Chairman, which all patriots
dcsire that tranquillity spoken of in the preamble of
our uoRsuiuuon, wnicn. aweus-wnesK- Bsr 01 a
people conscious of a mrra JPioivven.ordcretf'govern- -
nient; wiwett spnns trom asense or secunty to per- -'

cease only in two-wa- i

territories to a foreign.
case Df Texas, or bv

!

;

it
t

!

;

j

er !

to

j

j

ou,w u ut'vii ui& k

not to consutu- -
to be

subject
not to be will agitate: '

Sir, it to i

the j

j

i

as at not to uis- -;

questions but constitutional right
not to lecture the nroerress' of

!

!

aie prged view
to framed

examine
adaptation And here,

1 would that! Presid-
ent recommended policy.
Message close,

he- -

the subject before the pressing
ft measure

military governments whieS
the the formation

of for Territories
and

i I , regret failure that
Measure, for it this
of alienation North the

annual this
heTinade same.jrecommendatkm---o- f

I and for,wbic'h.I
ani to vote.. X

not seek either to" or'
within limits,

annexation
Wilmot would secure opposition ;

9 not tne fault southern those
dci-'d- in

States as to exclude a poV- -

of countrymen a participation ' therein.

neia

its

1 ne reasons, why a tern government sn ouia
be preferred, are obvious. Our
with population and the territories themselyes,
mu6i,ai aeiermme pur iua art) uyv
prepared the exercise of th6 sovereignty of a State.
When'the treaty 6f peace' 'ratified,- - there

. td be about inhabitants, inclodin?
:n ceded ; a equal to at

least one-iiu- ra oi.ine flaxes, ana a, population
nOtmuchr exceedfing( of that of 6m'a II State

Island ; a populatiorrrthe larger portion' of
which are- - actually savages, nd the lemainder' not

civilized, liying villages, or , scat-
tered an surface, and unaccustomed to

of law," or the' operation insti- -
;tutions--particnIaT- ly ignorant of our social system,

unenlightened as to self-governm- f or such
a people, prudence at decides a territorial
government, in first degree, is that which cir-
cumstances imperiously demand, and"
which can at give order ; tranquility to the
incongruous elements society as it exists. , The
social tie is . sufficient force to
gether under other governmental

as "well "as 'the inveteracy of habit render
naturally averse to effort which any other

government would require ; and . security
violence, and the instincts self-protecti-

demonstrate to that a powerful, strong,
organic is ought

to be are unlike the inhabitants of
our western who, by early association
education, are inclined to prefer, and whose expe-
rience would cause to adopt institution's

to our own. A longer is indispensable
a must "be allowed. ' V

It was well said Chairman, by the gentleman
Virginia, Preston, thatthis Gov- -

are the people ot California the que
trust to whom it belongs- - they

entitled to it, demand of you that
not over distribution of 'the trust

that should up and surrender that
trust itself the of those are

legitimate owners, that a sovereign State
out - v--

I

very far however, that in- -
habitants Territories are alone the cestui trust.

Preston. gentleman i ".

Mr. Venable. "Certainly. : -

Preston, I said that the Government of
United was trustee for the great purpose of
maturing the growth of a State, that the citizens
of States composing that community
the cestui trusts. ' ,

Mr.-Venabl- e. I accept the it
not difficulty,-fo- r it presupposes that

there can be a time, if there no
there could be no cestui que trust,

when there was a numberless than should be formed
into a State, that was in existence only an in--
Pnmn!otB nue Conquest would confer
upon inhabitants the title to territory, of
transferring it to the even a

confer no title to eminent domain, the
consent of the of a conquered a eeded
territory. It the of United of
a11 the people all States,
j8 the trustee for the This trust estate can

either by the cession'of the
FoweV, was done in the

admitting' the sovereignty
when it have The

Tprr ifln-.- cruses cv ine conseui ri vuir--

- inhabitants of the Territories alone,
a to demand 'admission unebndition- -

into the Union as a matter of riht.' learn
moch contemporaneous history", r.

--.g3 that the to formed out of

might establish, a religion, or contain manyprovis--
ions which conflict with our institutions.

.The article of Cpnstitution which provides

nosed of 'elements fcs congenial to those
Stales which already composed. the.Confederacy. The
power is one of discretion, shpuld be soundly
discreetly exercised. State is a sovereign,

.votes equally in the Senate;
, - '

1 - -- 1. II A fposes to iwo memoers iu me ui tjic- -

sentatives. This is and conclusively un-

constitutional, as representation is to apportioned
to population, except that no State ' shall Ifayp less

one representative. population of the whole
of New Mexico, excluding savages,'

not amount to much-mor- e the quota ofone rep-

resentative; arbitrary appoip$ment of rep-

resentatives be allowed in the of iates,
would be "ho limit to the abuse. But the radi-

cal defect is, that a State is by the consent of
and admitted on a certain, without

to the character of the government .which
adopt, or population to

form, or appreciate repuWican.ihstitutions.; why
this expedient to settle this territorial T

not almost Hte southern Representatives
the session, for Missouri compromise doAtbe

compromise 1 Was, not the.
objected to by the extreme as yielding
too much' to southern' fellow-citize- ns in giving
them barely a chance in the courts ; and
southern gentlemen, they believe that it aban-
doned all to the !

of justice equality. The approach gress, in the acknowledgment of the asserted
or the assaults of a selfish policy, eignty of the " inhabitants." The law admitting

disturb repose; for it is only this vigilance that ste is a conveyance the trustee to a sovereign
can be or preserved. But there is a repose ; State, of that which was held for all the people of

which no patriot desire submission to au the States. A cession by treaty to a foreign
wrong, or the paralysis, of which sometimes Power carries it the territory its inhabitants,
produces quiet without peace, and stillness withouf ' unless they choosb-t- o remove within the limits of
repose; a senss of deep injustice, the hope . ta'tes. There is no absolute right of a
of redress ; a sullen acquiescence to because it to demand admission as a State. It is a
is without remedy. is the rrpose which is fonnd to if nothing of sufficient impor-i- n

the stillness of despotism, and - can never exist J tance should forbid, it is the duty of Congress Jo
amidst free institutions. statesman should, nev-- But it a matter of sound discretion to be

be unwilling to the murmurs of the people, exercised by who should judge discreetly,
in a like He should never com-'anda- ct justly in"the premises. - The of
plain of when the rights of the are j sovereignty on of Territories not
invaded. clamor which men under a sense ; gjve a right to exercise antagonistically to
of wrong, is the healthful and-natur- indication of the, Federal Government, but the of that

disease in the' body politic. The 'way to assertion is to be of acted'upbn by Coni
agitation, is to do justice, cause itself; and whenever a' Territory, without a

the wrong-do-er to forbear. It is aggravating the previous legislative enactment 'on the of Con-wron- g,

to rebuke the complaint which announces iu gress, , does make a government,. and declare
It is encouraging to denounce ' sovereign, it is a revolutionary rendered
that complaint ais agitation. ; '. " ' it is true, by a reception'into the Confederacy.'' It is

I said 'thus much, sir, because of a sickly scarcely necesssary for "me Jo remark', that Con-ssnsibil- ity

which fo pome over the pub- - !

gress baveno right, to regulate or impose conditions
lie mind, and sometimes into this House, in re- - up0n ,a sovereign State, as to the provisions ,of.it$
lation to this subject of slavery in all its bearings constitution ; it is equally true that there may
and Gen tlemen a often alluded to as proylsioiis 'which would render it for Congress
agitators and never beyond to refuse admission into the Union ot tlie Staito which
the mere assertion of the guarantees of the Constitu- - i adopted them. The right to a government is
tion, denounced as desirous of keeping the sub- - one thin", but the right to come into Confedera-jectope- n

for the purpose of '.because they ton s another;. ,so that we do not as trustees

pwp v avumuu w

are ready abandon the nghts of their i

ents an unjust demand. There seems to w'ith
some a fearful apprehension that the ought

discussed because it
ought be discussed;. however it may agi- -

efficient

its

is

lne

lies tne oouoni ,me uecpiy the rorthwest. l erntory aaopi repupnean
fearful which, now fester in the hearts, constitutions- - a provision which enables us to under-aliena-te

the of our people.'.. ".He is but an stand what meant in the Cbnsti
empiric who without a thorougli knowledge to which guarantiesa republican of govern
of the disease which he to treat ; : nient tp each of the States. . people form

ensue, is less' guilty than the : be understand and create a republican
murderer. Turn the Contemplation of this subject ; form gpvernment, before could exercise
of domestic we may avoid the adjustment of i a sound discretion in the admission of a State'

difficulties which are connected with we can The substitute of the Virginia. Mr.
fora while; the'difficulties must accumulate preston contemplates tho admission of the State of
the delay, dangers, which arise out of .dif-- j California without any review of its constitution, on
Acuities must become ', ' ". :. a day, upon theannou'neement of tho'organiza-- I

shall not at this enlarge, subject Of tion of a StategOverBmeht a government which
slavery it exists the South.' 1 do rise
cuss of ethics, of

on society 6r the de
of transcendental', b'enevblencja in future admitted' into the Union, certain-time- s,

but and determine the value "of the iv contemolated the existence of those States, cotn- -
propositions which with'a to goV;
ernment be in the bill and substitute' now
under consideralibn-r-t- o tfie measures prbi-posed- ,

and their to thg'end.' sir,
remark, am convinced that the"

has the proper ' In his
of the last session, shortly before

ne recommended a territorial government" for the pro-
vinces of California and New Mexico; brought

Congress urged
necessity of lipon-th- e expiration of
the r he had -d- a-r'ng

the war. The of bill fof
territorial governments the then of

Pregon, California New Mexico, is well kxitfwn
this deeply the of.

would have adjusted at least cause
betweefi the South."'In

his message at theopening of session of
Congress
which do most, cordially. approve,

prepared terntotiajl gpv,efnment which
does establish prohibit slavery

their but is silent on the'subject, will
eet with my most cordial support The

of the proviso
llat of men, but of.
insist upon their right so ta appropriate he
of the United large

tion from

about
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domain,, 'and
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lar tutelage

time for assimilation
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frora Mr. federal

there cealut
they "who are pri-

marily ask and you
should quarrel the
jind, but come

subject into hands who
may be

created of it."
am from admitting, the

of the gue
Mr. Will the give way

Mr. the
States

and
trie-Uni- ted were

que
explanation; but

does the
when, were inhabi-

tants, and at least

there
wiul inmi.

the instead
conquerors; and treaty

COuld without
Inhabitants or

domain the States,
of the and Government

whole.- -

?s
.as

of
the territory, shall asserted it.

rondiunn

for the neither
have'thev rirrht

We
frorri The ordinance

Qf provided States be

the spirit of
the that

such Were

and and
A.

and the Substitute pro--

give uuuoc
evidently

be

than The
Territory does

than
and ifihis

formaUon
there

Congress, day
reference
Bhe may the fitness of-th-

Sir,
difficulty Did

alt vote; in
last .the

Clayton bills last bill
Free-soile-rs,

their
:by, some

because
North

principle and of sover-a-rgressio- n,

must the
this by by

restored
can an abject

despair, with and

without
evil, Territory

This privilege ask, and

The admit.. is
hear Congress,'

Government ours. 'assertion
agitation citizens the part the does

The raise them it
propriety

pain and judged and
calm such and gresai

but part
itself

but. the wrong-doe- r, act, harmless,

have' here
seems have
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relations. proper
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form

and this
agitation," hold
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matters, and
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And .what "do .we ffain,, sir.. bv.this expedient?
'Have weVeason to.believe that the incongruous mul- -

. ' .r j i i T ' ' i : imuue, wun noim oi me elements oi siaiesmansnip vr
politicar experience, 'ought to be ; intrusted, with Jhe
great task-o-f fixing. the :fponda.tioqs 'insti- -
.tptions 4pr.ppsteritysf . Uught .we,. o ; conclude- - that
this' scheme will secufe'o'r protect southern citizens
in'emigratirig with0 their property into these Terri-
tories Sir, 'it is but another form of the.W ilmot

.Proviso,
1

with thia dif&reflce-it- iaa.. .
equally

. .
effactual

in xcjuang. us, ,Dy admitting the territorial sover--
eigiuy m uti exejciseo, Dy a population,. ayerse 10 our
peculiar"irislitotiohi embittered, howeVer'.'by the

thaf we fix-ifo- ourselves:' If the proviso
,is fixed to the bill by a majority j it is an affair, Bir,
.which power imposes ; if we vote for a. State govern
ment oeiare emigration has given the southern otates
achahce,'wd fix' it upon ourselves." Believe me,
sir, that this expedient will never satisfy thinking
men, to the Sbuth.: We all mast inow,, thatif;the
formation of a- - State government be --hurried, now,
slavery must be excluded. "

To vote for this bill is to seal forever1 fliisquestion
against the South.'-- ' I was much pleased -- td find my
friend from Kentucky Mr..Moreheadj still confiding
in me conservative veto ot the resident, l listened
with pleasure and with profit to his --remarks.-,, I "am
for resisting . this, policy-- . by the .legislativeand the
executive arm,, for. I feel assured that the adoption of
the YY ilmot proviso, either in its terms .or in its spirit,

--must be productive of fatal results. - - t . ,.
.5ir, I use no language .of menace it is both unman-

ly and unbecoming; but yben every Legislature,
from Virginia to Florida, has spoken opt' in resolu-
tions which ' manifest a deep sense'of injustice, and
a purpose of resistance, it becomes us to pause.' M
have heard with pain several gentlemen speak with
but small respect of the resolutions of Legislatures,
In the best days of our Republic it was not so : Con-
gress listened with VespeetV and received' with cour-
tesy ; their ; communications and ; they were usually
regarded as safe indications vof. the popular, mind.
.But, sir, those days hve passed. - The magnificence
of this .central Government h,as eclipsed the'.mddest
pretensions of the State institations ; and those sov-
ereign. States-t- which : we ewe our allegiance are
sneered at as insignificant, and their voice disregard-
ed. It is not the least distressing indication of the
times that all State-righ- ts politicians are considered
as abstractionists, and that the commanding power of
a great central Government threatens to absorb all
rival , authority. Those State sovereignties jwhose
original light was intended to give lustre to the Fed-
eral power, are rapidly becoming re'flebtors, instead of
generators: their governments at 'first" seemed to re-

volve around this centre, were, in fact, : within the
influence of a great political whirlpool; each succes-
sive revolution makes the heads of statesmen more
giddy ,'and comes nearer and nearer to the cenlret
until all will be overwhelmed. in the vortex of con-
solidation. Congress, who, under the Constitution,
was authorized to admit new States, is now supposed
to have the power to create them'; and I fear it will
next be discovered that the power which can create
has the ability to obliterate bom existence a refracto-
ry member ot the Confederacy.
' Sir, I fully appreciate' the patriotic motives of"the
gentleman from Virginia, Mr. Preston, in the sub-
stitute before us tl sympathize most sincerely in
his deep anxiety to give repose and a final adjustment
to this disturbing question. But, sir, his bill cannot
effect that object. Should a State government be
formed excluding slavery, the 'South will not be sat-
isfied, because a. sui face equal , to one-four- th. ofV, the
United States has been taken from them by. the pop-
ulation of a conquered territory and a few emigrants
from all ijuarters of the world ; the mineral wealth
of these regions forever lost to them by the vote of
those who ha vo.heen conquered by their valor, ami
all the-- advantages of position and of," prosperity at
once secured to a favored portion of their fellbw-cjti-zen- s.

' Should they-fai- l to make a government within
the limited time, (an event almost absolutely certaint)
then the question comes back to us, combining more
complicated elements of strife and difficulty; .An
accomplished officer Lieutenant Lanraan of our
navy, who, Until the last of October, acted as collec-
tor of 'the port of Monterey on the Pacific, informed
me that the combined population of California proper,
west of the Sierra Nevada, did not exceed fifteen
thousand a population less than that of either of
three counties in my own district; that ' such was
the intense interest for gold-huntrn- gi that it Was im- -,

possible: forjrim to get the citizens there to eleet the
alcade or judge; and that he actually .was compelled
to keep open the polls for several days, .without pre-

cedent or law, to effect an election. He promptly
affirmed that he did no believe that the occupation of
gold digging would? be abandoned, for a length! of
time sufficient to constitute the elements of, a govern-
ment according to the provisions of any law. The
people of California think "so themselves ; and1 in a
communication ' 1 have before me, aek-- a territorial
government as the one best.suited to the. case.. ; :. ..

,Sir, I feel, assumed, in supporting a. territorial-g- o v
ernment in California, I am carrying out the express-
ed wishes of the Executive, who, with much wis-
dom, has decided that this is the government which
they need. If he had changed his opinion, he would
doubtless have coulmuiiicate4 ? tha Same to Congress
in a message . : i, -' j'
. I am profoundly conscious, sir," of the duty which,
we bwe to these inhabitants to extend over them the
protection of a govermn'ent. I voted agaihsf the bill'
to extend, the revenue laws; over those territories J
which passed some days,-- since- - because I will not
collect taxes or impose, burdens, w lie re I withhold
government and deny protection.'' I regret that that
bill passed, because it is at war Vith our revolution
ary and republican doctrines. .. I 'shall' dx everything
short of.a surrender of the rights of
to. effect that . object, i I '.believe . that-- . Virginia,. :the
Carol inas, and Florida. 'meant .

the-spiri- t land effect of
the .Wilmot Proviso, and no set form, of words,: in
their resolutions ; and, so meaning, have assumed
gronnds "frorn Which they will hot recede. Believing
so, sir.-- I owe allegiance jlo North Carolina, and obe--

dience to this Federal Government and its authorities,
because North i Carolina commands me to do so
Should, their commands; . conflict,-1- . must and. should
obey my State, vt roust ..witlihold ioy .vote from the
substitute, because I cannot perceive the constitution-
al right of Congress to create, ;by aproscriptive law,
a Statetibt .having pre-existi-

ng form or substance,
wiltWut reference to the nature or character of its fu-

ture government, and with an unconstitutional appor-
tionment of Representatives in .this House unconsti-
tutional, because adopted; without the evidence of 'a
sufficient population to justify the number, and with
every probability against it.; tbeea.use L am sure that
a constitution- now formed would: exclude ,slavehold-er- s

and their property! from. the territories,, and thus
inflict the result of the proviso oh --South';-be-,

cause. there. is but a,remote, probability. that a people
sparsely, scattered pv'ef' such an enormous surface
could assemble "so'as to' form' a constitutional assem-bly- ,''

representing the localities, the" wishes, and the
interests of .the people;' and because the population,
from the want of civilization, with incong-ruou- s bpin-- ;

ions on the subject of government, and collected from
snch remote quarters by erriigrat'ibnf hostile to the in-

stitutions of the conquering country, and, practically
ignbraht of tepu61ican principles', are Viot in subh a
state of morli.or? pbliticaldeveiopment as4d justify the
enactment of! a lawtwhch. sumjnOJs 4hem; to. the fpr
matipn pf a.constiilutipn f t,--

r

f u ,'-''-,

I turn' how to, that portion Qf;this. House who are
determined to fix the Wilnidt'pVbviso to this "billand
ask'them, why Insist upn Ihis'ineafeute! ' Many:of
jrou profess: t believe.that slavery, capiiever go thjare ;

others, that it is excluded by the laws al-

ready. Why,, then, exasperate your, southern 'fellow
citizens ljf thus wantonly ..inflicting, that, which, they
suppose to be a dishonor f "'Why do that which great
States have declared shall be resisted at all hazards
and;to the lasl extremity, nnnfecesarily? - The eollii
sion must come-theSo- uth will not .back out; she
asks.no. backing, out. from .you? but., only a pause
in the progress of aggression. . As empty as you

may--J consider the .apprehensions of danger to"-the

Union; I wara you'' to forbearpi Should Virginia re-si-3tr

as' her resolotionindicale,'I do not believe there
is!a Statev south of Masonv-and- ; Dixon's .line that
would-ie- e tike t'mother, of States assailed and.:ovfiT- -

-- throwrrby Federal! bayonets. : .' .i' t
l arri gratified,-however,- ; sirto believe Uia there

is a proposition upon which a majority .of this House
can agree : I allude to- - the amendment of my friend
from ' Maryland, : Mr.; Evans,-- ! which js, nearly a
transcript of the law ef 1803 for the government of
Louisiana. An amendment of the same kind, is-rlo-

pending iiy the ; Senatej. and I hope will. pass that
body. We carrall of us, - i trnst, consent to give
the territories an efficient gbvernmentpterritorial in
its character, snort in i its duration, and epcieni in
its provisions, --jit meets i the , obligation which we
are under to give the' government-- places the power
and' the responsibility of that govern'ment: in the
hands df e,- and avoids the exasperating
difficulties which may arise-with-eithe- r of -- the bills
we have been considering, - It gives authorityto pro
tect persons and-propert- and toviepress and punisn
crime, and'places lioiestraint upon the inhabitants as
to the formation or their ewn iBSUtuuons. un this we
cafl all unite, and thd future developments may tend to
make our line of action clearer and more satis factory .
"'Hat, air, there 'are-som-e other considerations which
I am disposed to bring before the committee- - This
whole subject has the gravest aspect, .and.should be
well considered by us all." I will not, with the gen-
tleman from New YorkT Mr Starkweather,? review
the battle-fiel- d Of the late Presidential, election, and
among the dead and wounded look 4or,the .causes of
this great political difficulty. He. with-pious- - rever--
ence;. pronounced Ihe! furieral oration of Martin Van
Biiren : itvas & labor of .

love-n-th- e dead burying the
dead as I learn tMat my friend fell in the same battle
with his leader. - But he trreatly mistakes ; southern
feeling if he supposes ;that either an attachment; for,
Or a nreiudice asrainst, any individual, constitutes
any element in southern' opinion.., Mr. --Van Buren
deserted the principles which he- had . avowep and
proposed, and the southern Republicans adhered to
their principles and abandoned iVJr, V an Huron.,-- , An
other gentleman ram New York, Sir-- Mullin, a I

few moments sine a, referred to the same subject, and
concluded by assuring uS that. all concessions had
been wade, by dough-face- s, and tiiat the northern peo-
ple now and forever adhered to the principles of the
proviso. I listened with attention-an- respect, but
can' assure the gentleman that such, declarations may
hurry the formation of a geographical and. sectional
party, but be productive. of-n- p belterresult. . ..; , ...

- The people of. the South are charged with.a want
of reverence to the Union the glorious union. iut
I have' never. heard of a southern statesman -- whose
abhorrence of. the Wilmot proviso, or even of aboli
tion, led him. to such extravagant denunciations as
those which fell from the' gentleman from New
Hampshire, Mr. Wilson, .Driven by the current
of his eloquent thought he averred that, before he
would consent to the extension of slavery, .he would
not only see this. Union' dissolved, but the whole
universe in a state of collapse not our solar system
alone, but all thq bright; s.tars which ehine on-th- e

robe of night, together with this little world slaves
and all New i Mexico and . California, , all blotted
from existence. I cannot but admire the gentleman's
desire to be a martyr, for in this universal crashne
could not hope to escape annihilation.. . A well-know- n

manifesto of twenty members of Congress, , headed
by Mr. Adams, so often apostrophized by orators in
this t louse as a patron oi patriotism ana, me einuooi- -

ment of statesmanship, also declared that the admis-
sion of Texas was a virtual dissolution of the Union :
and that it became the States aggrieved tp accomplish
the separation, peaceably if they .couldJbrcibly if
they must. The leader of "such a movement is can-
onized, whilst mere complaint of aggression by a
southern. statesman. is called disunion and treason.

Sir, I wish no better evidence of the progress of
debasement thau this crouching toTths hand of power ;

that timidity which rebukes the wrong .for remons
trance, and conciliates the wrong-do- er with honeyed
words. I say to srentlemen, that they are engaged in
an adventure, the progress of which should be grave;
y considered. ... ... ,

A gentleman from Illinois I Jlr. t icklinj said a
few days since thajt this slavery question and the
proviso was a local and not a political question that
it . was brought here by tricksters and knavish politi
cians for effect. How far this may be true, it is: for
thoso who bring it here to determine.. .The. slave
holding States never bro-igh- t if. here, . But, "sir, he
differs widely with Mr (Rufus King, " the Fjree-so- il

Federal leader ot the year. 1 8 19, ot the. Missouri com-
promise. . He declared in the Senate that it was. not
a question of humanity, but one of political' power ;
and has been so regarded ever since, and is so regar-
ded now.. The 'struggle' is.'.for. power in 'the Senate
aud for power in the new States. Gentlemen, know
that three-fourt- hs of Jie States can ainend the. cons'ti-tutio- n,

and that the voice' of smalt, States is' as potert
tial as the large ones. The skyehpldijig .States' are
fully ;aware of .the' wayJh whiaKthey iriay "be assail-
ed, and do'not mean-b'affprd- e bpportupity. -' V'

It was well' remarked by m'y friend who spoke an
hour ago, Mr. Evans, "of Maryland,' that we of the
South..M"ere not weak ehpUgh to suppose that tbe ab- -

olitipn of slavery in, this District was all that was'
req'u irfld a ud w oulif .gi ve trinqii il ity and ' repose.. ! ,1

aua '.indebted to the. geujlemari for. this able speech,'
and for tfie spirited 'mariner in whiQb,he expbsf d' the
fallacies which. havjaoeen.paraded before this House
so" often and so grayely. No, sixi 'that would, hoi
satisfy, although there are rnany gentlemen "here 'whp
unhesitatingly demand, this, abolition in the face of

,the resolutions of Virginia "and 'the other States, as' if
resolved tp, compel submissioUjOraninglorious'; re-

treat who ,say, that tins' wilf compose the diffeculty.
and restore harmony we'desire not tp assai your in-

stitutions in your.;StatesI We . know' thaY it is but
the song of. the syren ; that it 'would create in '.this
Districtall the elements of discord and disturbance
which could be derived, from ,the impurity and,' the
cprruptibr of wickeel hieh ; that all those resburbe's
would b'elnaclo.to SJijbserve the agitation'of this sub- -'

ject in air tiie. ad pining. Sies, Until they would,
from the instincts of sel suppress and
abate the nuisance. I do not believe, sir, in rtiesafe- -
ty ofthe experiment .of placing power in the hands
of' recklessand wicked tnen. , Ther,pVbpretrtooTied
On the' face"of Haza'el.Vtlie minister !of the 'King of
Assyria, and wepC'.Hazael asked, with astonish-
ment, ;f VVerefore. doth' iriy lord weepl''--- The pro-

phet' was. overwhelmed with the terrific view of the
cruelties 'whiclr he would

(
inflict Upon the unhappy

Jew s, his'brethren aud he told him sp. "Thbushalt
be King .'of .Assyria, ;' arid shall afflict '''mpcople.
" Is thy servant a 'dbg .that h'6 shou ld rfo such things.'
Be'fore'one..'shoi:t ifay ha'iasedHazaeI had --tiirowri.
a wet clotfi On the f'acb of 'tlie dying Benhadad, who
perished by his handru'surped his throne; and grobnd
to dust .the persecuted, and prostrated Israelites?
There are other Hazaels than thai one of whorri'the
prophet speaks i' and rivers of tears would flow from
patriotic eyes, if ;opened to' perceive' the Wretched-
ness which such a syslein of policy" would, secure.
The warnings' of the prophet- - will have been in vain
to us if the result be not apprehended, arid By timely
precaution prevented.'' " ' ,,v . .

My colleague. Mr--
. PortnelljV gave trie5 the highest

gratification by the first part of av speech 'delivefred
herea' few days; since VVItlt th'e'feelipgsrarrffdru n-i-

of a southern man,' li asserted odf righfsV" and
recapitulated the story of pur wrongsr.-i- ' 'It Wa3 with
surprise,' as welP as'' with' painf that I "saw hirfY place
his southern friends intlib wrd'hg;'? betfaUseorthefr
impaliehce uhdei'a'.sense ofdjurJ'-'Arneeiirig- ' of
near "felgrity bf the "Soutnerndelegat.es was by " him
denominated a midhTght "caucus, and placed in ho
sarfle category 'with- - d CbnvetirldnV' He
did not,' it is true," impugn the motives of gentjemen
directly, hut'lefl the inference so Cieatliat nbnebould
mistake the conclusions of his mind as to the character
ol the meeting or ot the'purpose of-thos-e who compos-
ed it. ' I am amazed to find southern gentlemen adopt-
ing such a course at this time that they should t&--

.' 'it 0

buke their coHeagues. of the South for
or " restlessness' underthe pressure ot aggression.
Those - strictofes- - would' have - been inoxem properly
addressee? 'to the 'wYdng'-do6rs- li The value of1 the
Union and the' blessings of odrsystem?of government
are11 most opvioUsiy subjects'of calculation to those
by whose lawless- and faithless policy' the South is
oppressea ana piunaerea. 11 is mosi o oe uepioxqu
when,' llrose' are to'b'e found amongfet ourselves who
would break' the force of every1 effort to sec are" Ve

dress that those hrts; wtiichthrob 'Only for the
good of the people whom they represent, and the
minds whose entire ehenries'are devoted to the main
tenance of their rights, should, be represented as "be- -

. . . .l n h r.jMM L. l... C r - - LiaI. - c. nVlO1

the public eye, and associated with traitors, and plac--
ea oeiore me puoncas tne' enemies oi iioeny.

But-sir- , I- - arii contented4 to! bfe associated 'with
those--gentleme- n, even' athe ' expehse of my Co-
lleague's disapprobation.."-I- f his' superior; prudence
has preserved him from co contaminating an associa-
tion, o him let the benefit accrue.'; I feel nd concern
for the res a It, either to 'myself or' to my associates,
when I know; that in all the nieelihgVthere were but--

eighteen--' who voted against any address to jro forth
with the authority of the meeting. A large portion
of the northern press admits the justice of our com-
plaints as embodied in that address; and the South,
without distinction of party ,'; both approve and ap-

plaud us. My colleague intimated that the whole
arrangement was made, and the movement consum-
mated, by the distinguished author of the Address ;
and that "the concluding-advlc- e td the South, to be
united amongst themselves,' meant nothing'more nor
less thfcn to be united upon him JehnG.1 Calhoun.;
Sir,'? that thi3 eminent individual eppioVed of the
meeting; 1 know ;;that he cooperated With alacrity,
all must know; but he was neither the sUggestor nor
the adviseT.1- - Whhapromptitude'which always mark is

devotion lb the" interests bf-;th- e South.-'h- threw
himself in our midst," to enlighten us by his counsels
and sustain !us7hy his 'presence. He acted;with
promptness and with energy 1 may add, success.
Gentlemen cannot 'avoid" the difficulties of their pdsi-tio- n

in assailihsr him or the measures of so larjie-- 3
portion of southern repesentatives.,-"- -

J

' It is in vain to say that that movement-i- s a move-
ment' of persons disappointed by "the election of Gen.
Taylor. There were too many of the prominent
friends of" that distinguished person in' the meeting.
There were some, who rising above-th- e restraints of
party discipline, saw, id the menaced rights and in-

terests of the South something, that ought to merge
all party considerations.' ' Arid many who did not sign
the address adopted by the meeting voted theirappro-va- l

of one which concurred ontirely in a detail of facts
With the distinguished statesman to whom my col-

league has aliuded, fMr. Calhoun; it has been my for-

tune to differ in some of the most important political
movements. I have differed with him, however, with-
out doing injustice to the purity of his heart, the eleva-
tion of his motives, or the transcsndent powers 'of his
mind. - On one subject I have always felt most deeply
with him his devotion to the South and its institu-
tions.' Alt of us must have admired his unwearied re-

sistance to aggression, .and the prophetic skill with
which he foretold the present unhappy stale of affairs.
Who can forget his magnificent entree upon the politi-
cal arena,! near forty years ago, when he won his spurs
in the lists of 1812 . In the darkest: hours of that
war; his' firmness and his sagacity were the admira-
tion of alL observers.' v Then, "sir? a brilliant constel-
lation shonenmidst the representatives of the people,'
and he shone with the-brighte- in the group, . We
sec his venerabla form sinking under theweight of
years and the' accomu lation of labors u specimen Of
the statesmen who ruled in the better' days of tlie Re-
public, .' and W'hose head covered with. the snows. pf
age, reminds- - us that we may soon lose his inestima-- i
ble Services .Ile- - is amongst. us as
which once shone . prominently amongst its compan-
ions in the. crown which encircled "our country's brow.
The rest have fallen from the places in which 'they
were'se, and the" eye is refreshed by the .radiance
which still beams from, this diamond'of the first Wa--:

ter. .The friend of this Union, the champion of
institutions, and the philosophic-statesma- n,

he will live to adorn the History of our "Republic
when the most ct those who either approve or con4
demn his political course will be lost in a common
oblivion. His reputation! will sutler-nothin- g by the
Address of which- - he is the author: Calm, dignified
and truthful,, the peopleiwilh wonder why any one
could have been unwilling to trust them with the facts
or. reluctant to disclose the full extent of their injuries.

Mr. Chairman, I am reminded of tha state of feel-
ing which exists between! different' portions of our
Republic. No' man" who takes notice of passing
events, can fail 'to observe the progress of alienation
between the North and the South. Sir; alifnation of
feeling re but the -- beginning of hostility hosiility
produces enmity, with all its appalling consequences.
Of all feuds,: the most irreeonciliabJe are, those -- of
kindred and of friends ; i of. alt. rancorous hostilities,
the most-unmitigate- d are those which origi nate in na-

tural ties 'sevjered and social charities.- disregarded.
The border war between England and Scotland was
never ended till both crowns w.ere worn by the same
individual I and. that' union of the .two nations under
one bvemnieht brought tranquility and reposeJ ? I
make these TemaVks, sir, because of the exasperating
difficulties, which Continually arise cm the borders. of
the 'free-- ! States in relation to fugitive slaves. .The
CoVtstitutibn-require- s tiiat fugitive slaves shall he de-

livered up;. The free Stales, deny-th- e obligation to
deliver, but content themselves (some of them) .with
permitting the master. to arrest them. Other States
obstruct the. recapture by statutory enactments. .Sir;
this i is a 'disgraceful subterfuge Kin .unprincipled at-

tempt toannul the Constitution. If Icovenantto deli v
er you a horse,' it is no fulfillment of tny covenant to
say that 1-- permit: yon to take a wild mustang in the
prairie with your own lasso; The obligation to do
liver requires positive action on tlie part of the. autho-
rities of the free 'States. , Sir, the ordinance of L78?
jould never have been passed with the restrictive
clause as to slavery; but for the consideration Of the
delivery of fugitive slaves. A continued effort was
made to incorporate that clause excluding - slavery,
but was never successful until the consideration was
acknowledged that fugitive slaves from labor should
be delivered up to those, entitled to their, eorvices.
The same provisions were engrafted in the Constitu-
tion of the United States at the same-time- , and doubt-
less for the 'same reasons.1 r ; . - o v, ..-- i ;

Mr. Chairman, the conduct of many : of . tlie free
States is an outrage'.' A report. from the Legislature
of Virginia declares; that iJ96,G00 . worth of, slaves
have, fled successfdlly toPennsylvania from Virginia
in the current ) New .York: protects thfeTuwilive
aiui .obstructs i the recapture as. do many I of those--

cstates Who: seem to. call themselves1 JreeV from their
peculiar freedom from constitutional obligation. --Soch
an" ontrage-oi- i . any other ispecies. of: property would
have long since brought mattets to jextrejuities. . If
the most obseure fishing smack'from New England,
returning from'the capturS of Cod fish; was taken either
by a' fbreigri' nation or dnd of the' confederated States,'
and the capture either justified or compensation refus-
ed, it wOulo call fijrth
which would ripen into resistance'and war ifunheeded.

the cburso of the State of New'Vork, Hook
with rthe deepest' concern. --'The recent election bf
Wtlliartf H. Sewdrd!to the- - Sehafef-from- , that great
State, is'calculated-t- o excite "theJ greatest apprehen-- '
siohsin the minds of southern statesmen; - The se-
lec-tio- a of-a-" inan, who, in October last, addressin a
meeting-a- i vieveiana,- - vjdio, urged upon theib to
"extend a cordial welcome to the fugitive who lays
4 his' weary Iftrjrjs "aroorrTodofryand ", defend hira as
'you would your paterhalgocusi correct,' your own
' error,. 'that elayery has 'any .feoristttutionql guarahtee

which may'!not'be.reieaed;and p'ught hot ito 03 rV
lihquishedi-canhbt.- be regarded but as jUie expos-

ure' of a 'decided Purpose' to ' destroy 'pur institutions,
and render our property in slaves "valueless." The
facilities of transportation render an escape to those
States of; easy accomplishment i'and when Snatnr
and high ' public functionaries urge their protection

by "all the holy rights of hospitality,: we may; except
me worst results, Sir, to be .plunderiapy an pne-m- y

is riot 'easily endured ;" but to' be swindled ,by,a
confederate," Jfbbbed by a" partner,, is. insufferable. 1
haVeHieforb me an advertisement of meetings 'which

rare bow heirjg held I.h --Michigan, ; bj an agent and a
lecturer, ior me purpose, 01 collecting tanpa iot wrw

relief of suffering fugitive. slayeV Who are' op the ofi- -'

pc6ite Canadian shore. ; ,
' ". V .' V r"'" v

' I hdvenb hesitation in declaring "sirV'that. every
soufhern State ought to ilenj"the;citizens of all Stages
who db hot corhply with the fequisitibrj of the Con-
stitution 'as to; the delivery' of fugitive staves the
use of their courts for the collection of debts, theuse
of their harbors "for the ingress and eirress of ve- -
selsT arid a tbtarconfiseatibn of all claims by the
citizens'of the former upon those of. the latter i all
trade with their" cities- - or their' citizens oueht to t
afcandoriedf arid those sensibilities, which1 ha've been
bahished froiri th'eir mind .and .consciencehiay pef-hapsf- oe

found to have takerr Irefnge" in the purse." V I ,
do not speak in the 'language of menace. No, sir;--

ao not speatf nere as 1 expect to speaK to a portion
f m? constituents next week. ,; Such' plainness fct

speech would be unbeccmirig' here.' V But, sir, I'r say
to gentlemen hefei that we are not ignorant of our
ri?rht9. or of th( mean3 of securincr themi We Ibvi
the ufiibh whiclr has for its' object tranquility;" eqttaf
justice, andsecurity J but' sir, ho' otlierV None of
us will worship a 'devil because he 13 arrayed in' an
angel's robes;1 The blaine shall never be on us if the.
tie is dissolved. The Union, which now reflectS-fh- e

gloriousr image of .empires within an empire cifcle-o- f

StdteSjieafch' giving light to a central Gbye'rrimerit,
Which' derives1' its consequence nhd' fts 'power frorrj
them,' dpd them'!aloriei if hroketi, ' Shall not 'receivb
th e b I ow ' from u s. ""It m ds t 'be sh 1 vered by th osa wh o
wanfonly:ahd wickedly'' make 'expbrinientstipoh. its
obwer of resist! ntrfdrce. And wheri its shattered frasr--
rricntsshall bfily nrultirjly' images' pfOTrbwarVd rtiin,
we' will he comforted by the 'assurahbe, lhaV'we'made
every attempf to avert the Wickcd'blow Which brought:
slbout the dissolutions- - ' ift " ;'" ;" " r"--'

IliSvea reniark:to make in rela'tldrt to 'the actfon
bf Certain 'members of the ' Southern 'dfelesratiori; Who
sighed and published an address to their constituents.
Asan Ifumble "meinber of thal'meetingj.... .

I may
i i

be per--

niittep to sj)eax 01 11s onjeets an us aims. ,v e jiavs
been deribunced as disunipntsts.' ' The denunciation
is false'.4 "Weare the friends of the' UnRm ;"but, sir
we prefer disunion --to dishonor and ?where is tlie
craven southern heart that does not 1 Resistance bfc
fore degradation, and the hazard of'all cdhseqnenee
to fixed political inequality. again, I askVwhoi
mat Hies 111 a soutnern oiaie wouitr ainaay-ihb-

conclusions'! 'I "rejoice 'that southern States 'have
spoken through their. Legislatures : that a Southern
constituency are alive to-- the responsibilities of their
position,'and that southern hearts beat high fbi the
preservation of State : rights and State sovereignty
1. ne geniiemaii irom vnio isir. nooij saiu mai-w-

were said toie,fa proud people," and thatweLeoiihl
not help itl ' I responded with my whole heart to th
declaration,1 however he may hive regarded ns when
he tnade.it. i yv d are- - proud of otfr determinati6tvt
maintain' of the Constitdtion.-"-
are proud dt-O-or history proud that it ; was notth
wrongs 01 southern eofonies, the tavorites or the lint-is- h'

Government, vhich 'hurried oil 'the Revolutibh'
but that it was the1 blood of-- Massachusetts, shed ori
the plains of Lexington, which-- ' Summoned' Souther
patriots on the dark strngffre,.' and opened' the iides
of blood Which'' mingled with theirs inf the conflict
of the Revolution. "HoW Wc; have been- - compdnsaU
ed for this fraternal feelt sg let history determine. - Ij
in common' with this whole House; listened with-deligh- t

to the "enrapturing eloquence of-m- y friend from .
Virginia Mr McDowell a few dajsnincfe.- - 'Hia
patrioti9-nd- - higfi moral olovation mnst tfver place
him in a high position; I'trust thathis appeals m-j- y

be useful in the adjustraentiof --this harrassing ques-
tion 'But I dor, not agree--with- . him or others-wh- q

have spoken of the danger to southern. slave-owne-rs

from the' vengeance of their slaves - No? sir 1 I fear
t'rrem not. --We ask no aid to pitotoctoursolVes. They
have-neithe- r the cause nor the "disposition to do'tbeir
masters injuiy. , Wd are in no more danger from Our
own or bur neighbors, servants tha'n'frora the stock
which graze upon our farms.' : They are bur friends.
and: their domestic relations are kind and eonsrva--
tive'.? No where has that Tace bean so elevated in
morals, religion, land. civiFization as in' the state-i-
which they .have1 beert amongst us.;' I challenge ths
history. of the world to contradict ihe statement. :I
trust shortly to be amongst the domestics, of 'm'y own
family, and shall meet with more sreetinersof heartfelt
kindnesswhich have Over compensated for-the pais
ef separation fromthose whose affectionate regard and
unwavering connuence causes .every southern! master
to look upon his servants as his most abiding friends.
. Sir;; I shall'vofofor hny amendment to the substi4
tute which embodies the principle of the act of --1803,
relative to Louisiana.. The substitute of. the ffentltj

a is impracticable,'and o!aes Inot 'setr
ue me question 110, would vote lor. the formation
of a State composed of Florida and Maine leaving all
the intervening territory an! unihhaibited reserve
Who is willing to give d; handful and
emigrants an equal vote ia. the Senate, and twb-Re- p

resentatives in this House,' to add to the growing num-
bers of those-wh- o are already to-eu- r insti-tati- on

?.'' Whd can consent ta fyield to. the principle;
whilst he only regrets the name of the Wilmot pro
visojl .Nosir;! say to the North; refrain from your unrea-

sonable-claimafropeal your, offensive laws con
Cerning'fugitive slaves; come back to ei

of the Constitution; avoid. Bectional jealousies; leave
the agitation of abolitohisra in this District;! and .re-
store the kind feelings so bearly destroyed.'ui' ; . i

' : vnn my iriena iromi Maryland Mr. EvanSj I
say, if nothing can satisfy the people of the North; "
remove ! the- - capital, take it to the Far West, nlant it
in a free States dnd save. yourselves. from. tha associ
ations which so much annoy yod; batasyou value
the Union, ourinterest, pur prosperity as one peopla,
assail no further the: guarantees.of
Gentlemen disclose the weakness of their position by
the arguments . to which tlieyres6rU tell. mis
that the Constitution cbntemplated no urtheri'acqui-sitio- n

of nerritory.-- It is amusing-tomaT- k theacute-nes-s
with which . constructions of the Constitution

are assumed, when no such provision exists, and thd
palpable disregard of lear requirements. Dor gentle
men-forge- t thai the acquisition of. territory by treaty
and by conquest results from the nature of government
itself I Did our ancestors, form the feebl&jt and most
inefficient of. all governments, by, denying. the ..right
of the power of invading ad dnemy who hai rendered?
iteven necessary and unayoidable-Ul- id they place thi
great RepuWlie position. thaVvhilsfc
it mightbe invaded the territory of the iavddec'shonl JbeJnviolabJe J No, eir thev conclusion is absurd.
And wrjilet l would deplore.aspirit of conquest from
other nations. I would equally. reprdbate i'spiriti ofinjustice ampngst oursejvpsr if.i. J . (i v. .in... The'gentlpmao. from Ohio Mn, Root would re-
press the spirit of war and conquest which" he seems"
to think peculiar to the South; he would make therebuke, etfective, by appropriating to his oWn portion
of the Confederacy allthe ..unholy conquests.; which
are made. fHe woujd.take to himself .the spoils brway of reproof to, the. South. ", Sir ' did . tl, si'alone declare. war against .Mexico prarmex .Texas INo,, sir; the . Jiprth .and othactedijtoiethori

o .i - fev.".-v-....- mij injury ron.tiieOouth, in order that tlie North
spoiloothernselves-an- d 0.8,40, iebu kah . pUqJ
derer3. This device, js ,too shallow 11 .ajyat sejihat
lust or power is the.exCjosv--,vi- d ell'inust.queaiion
the sincerity, of a" policy., which ia sustained by aucbj
devtces.-S- ir. J Uvothft patriotisref of,aU partieC
to tlie, adjustment phe causd of alienation.- - I irii.vpke the mepiory of our ancestors ur regard forour present and our future, prosperity-sbo- v all aseose.pf qual justice for ihe-fina- l arrangement ofall causes of complamU and liift restoration .of neaeMful relations in this broad Republic. r
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